
Council President Leon Baker opened the Public Hearing for public nuisance at 316 West Relf 

Street at 7:37 on Tuesday, August 17, 2021. The following Council members were present: Avis 

Anderson, Doug Baker, Leon Baker, Rhett Coon, Mike Dryden, Betsey Hedrick, and Clyde 

Mitchell. Gerald Reichert was absent. Department heads present included: Kevin Dorwart and 

Frank Ceane. Jacquie Silbernagel, John Hickman, and Todd Opp were absent. Others present 

included: Hunter Herbaugh, Lee Driver, Jason Stuart, Tim Mattick, Michelle Mattick, Mark 

Nissley and Brant Gordon. 

County Sanitarian Brant Gordon provided a summary of communication and timeline regarding 

the public nuisance complaint at 316 West Relf Street between the sanitarian’s office and 

property owner Dave Steiner.  A letter was sent to Steiner in 2018 from the previous Sanitarian 

Kevin Pena stating they have received a complaint and requesting remediation measures be 

taken. August 15, 2019 another letter was sent from Pena stating that lawncare had been 

maintained but no other steps have been taken to reduce the nuisance conditions on the property. 

May 26, 2020 the sanitarians office logged a complaint from another community member as the 

property continues to be a problem. April 19, 2021 a second petition was received by the 

sanitarian’s office. A letter from Steiner was sent to the sanitarian May 3, 2021 in response to the 

notification of public nuisance. May 10, 2021 Gordon sent a letter to Steiner stating his concern 

that no timeline or work plan was provided.  A letter from Steiner was sent to the Ordinance 

Committee July 14, 2021 mentioning cost, time and other constraints to completing abatement. 

Gordon said the junk vehicle that had been on the property was removed as well as the 

landscaping has been maintained. Steiner has started refinishing the siding on his house. There is 

no timeline for the completion of the work and Gordon urged Steiner to provide one. Steiner has 

been actively repairing the siding and the front of the house. In a letter he submitted, Steiner 

mentioned and as funds and time permits, he will make all of the repairs to the house some of 

which he has already got bids for. Aside from the fact that the property has not been occupied in 

ten years, Gordon didn’t think that it was considered a nuisance anymore. 

 Dryden asked if he heard Gordon correctly in that he didn’t consider this property to be a 

nuisance. After looking at the conditions identified in the initial petition, Gordon didn’t feel that 

with the house in disrepair that someone is using and intends to keep qualified for public 

nuisance.  Dryden asked if the water line was still broken. Gordon didn’t know and stated he had 

no way to contact Steiner directly. Steiner was not present at the meeting to get more 

information.  

Leon Baker asked if anyone would like to speak against the property of 316 West Relf Street. 

Tim Mattick-320 West Relf Street-Tim disagreed with Gordon and believes this property is a 

nuisance. This property has been abandoned and in this condition for the past ten years. Mattick 

understands that it is costly to make these repairs all at once, and if not for this process of the 

Council, believes no improvements would have been done so far. Mattick has asked Steiner over 

the past ten years what his plan was. It has always been the same plan as today, but no progress 



until the issue was brought forward. Mattick believes if Steiner had intended to live at the 

property some improvements would have been made along the way, and the repairs would have 

been less expensive. Hanging an American flag, removing a junk vehicle, planting some flowers 

and mowing the lawn over ten years is not progress. He has nothing personal against the property 

owner but Mattick has to live next door and sees these issues every day.  Wile Steiner has made 

some progress, Mattick doesn’t believe that it is past the point of it being a nuisance. The house 

has ten years of abandonment and is used as a storage facility. Mattick doesn’t doubt his 

intentions of someday getting it done and doesn’t expect much to be done in the next six months 

because that takes time. He feels there needs to be a specific plan in place and a definition of 

progress to keep track of the improvements. Mattick thanked the Council for the steps taken so 

far but urged them not to let it end there. He added he would never have purchased his house if 

Steiner’s house it had looked like it does today. Mattick feels that if he were to sell his house it 

would be a financial hardship due to the neighboring property in the condition that it is in. 

Gordon agreed with Mattick that a clear plan and timeline are needed. He added that according 

to the ordinance, the council is able to extend the 30-day timeline with a monetary deposit from 

the landowner.   

Michelle Mattick- 320 West Relf Street- Michelle had some concerns with the extensive water 

damage and mold issue and questioned that as a health hazard. Gordon stated it is private 

property.  

Mark Nissley-803 North Meade-Mark suggested each of the Council drive past and look at the 

property. He acknowledged the progress, but not enough over the past ten years. With the water 

damage that occurred, he doesn’t believe anyone will ever be able to live in that house.  

Leon Baker asked if anyone would like to speak in favor the property of 316 West Relf Street 

and no one came forward.  

Leon Baker asked if any of the City Council members had any additional comments or questions. 

Dryden asked what the most extreme action was that could possibly be taken by the council. 

Gordon said to abate the nuisance could be a number of things from clean up to removal or 

demolition. Dryden asked if Steiner is aware of these possible outcomes. Gordon said he is 

aware of them and that the ordinance is public knowledge. Hedrick asked whose authority 

notifies the property owner. Gordon believed it was the Ordinance Committee. Coon stated the 

full city council would vote if those actions were taken.  

Baker said this will be going back to committee on August 25, 2021 at 4:00pm. Baker asked if 

Gordon, Mattick and Steiner would be able to attend that meeting for further discussion. Coon 

encouraged Steiner to be at the meeting and asked if someone would be able to get ahold of him.  

With no further comments or questions, the public hearing was closed at 8:00 pm.  



Dated this 17th day of August, 2021. 

Approved the 7th day of September, 2021. 

___________________________________ 

       Leon Baker, Council President 

________________________________ 

Jessica Reitz, Administrative Clerk 

 


